
Welcome to 

First Lutheran Church 

(The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod) 

We are First a family of God, providing a foundation for all to thrive and grow. 

 

Rev. Christian D. Schultz, Pastor (785)-313-4633  Pastor@firstlutheran-paola.org 

Mrs. Janet Bucher, Organist     

Mrs. Kris Fuchs, Preschool Director  Sonshine@firstlutheran-paola.org  

Mrs. Julie Kamprath, Office Admin. office@firstlutheran-paola.org 

Mrs. Jody Brown, Support Staff                                       jbrown.tls@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Epiphany Sunday 

JANUARY 8, 2023   

 

  

mailto:Pastor@firstlutheran-paola.org
mailto:Sonshine@firstlutheran-paola.org
mailto:office@firstlutheran-paola.org


BIRTHDAYS:   

Annabell Worrell   January 08 Emily Decaire    January 11 

Paul Noll    January 11 Henry Schrotberger   January 11 

Nickki Lofing    January 12 Sandi Armbruster   January 13 

Henry Rocole    January 13 Shelly Moore    January 14 

Aneta Ohlmeier   January 14 

 

EPIPHANY I/BAPTISM OF OUR LORD – John’s baptism convicted every human being – “Jerusalem and all 

Judea” (Matthew 3:5-6). No physical incapacities excused anyone. Jesus’ baptism consecrates every human 

being. God, in giving His Son, identifies with us at our weakest and embraces us at our worst. Even when we 

don’t resemble anything our Maker intended, He doesn’t call us “unwanted” or “better off dead.” Instead He 

declares, “This is my beloved [child], with whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). In this newness of life, 

Christians can also welcome the least among us. Lord, construct Your kingdom of little ones like us. Amen. 

 

STEWARDSHIP: January 6 – Epiphany 

Matthew 2:11 – “And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell 

down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and 

frankincense and myrrh.” For the wise men and for us, worshipping and offering gifts go together. 

How could this not be since our God is the great Giver of gifts? We receive His gifts in worship 

and then, being conformed to His image, we imitate His generosity. 

OUR ACTIVITIES FOR CHRIST THIS WEEK 

Today 9:00 am Divine Worship Service 

  10:15 am Bible Study 

  10:15 am  Sunday School 

  1:00 pm Confirmation Class 

 

 Monday 1:00 pm Quilt Tying 

  5:45 pm Stewardship Meeting 

   6:30 pm Ruth Circle  

    

 Tuesday  8:00 am Braille Work 

   5:45 pm Leadership Photos 

   6:00 pm Council Meeting 

 

 Wednesday  6:00 am Coffee and Concord Bible Study  



    with Pastor Schultz 

   9:30-11 am Looking Forward to Sunday Bible Study 

    with Pastor Schultz 

  

 Thursday  5:30 pm Bell Practice 

   7:00 pm LWML 

 

 Saturday  6-8 pm Parent’s Night Out 

 

Next Sunday 9:00 am Divine Worship Service 

   Special Voters’ Meeting 

  1:00 pm Confirmation Class 

   Nursing Home Devotions 

  1:30 pm North Point 

  2:15 pm Medicalodge 

 

 Monday Jan. 16th  No Preschool and Church Office Closed 

   

PRAYER FOR RETURN OF THE WAYWARD AND ERRING, Almighty and most gracious God and Father, we implore You to 

turn the hearts of all who have forsaken the faith once delivered to Your Church, especially those who have 

wandered from it or are in doubt through the corruption of Your truth. Mercifully visit and restore them that 

in gladness of heart they may take pleasure in Your Word and be made wise to salvation through faith in Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Join Pastor Schultz this week on Wednesday for the following Bible Study: 

Wednesday: 6:00 am Coffee and Concord 

Wednesday: 9:30-11 am Looking Forward to Sunday 

OUR LOVE FOR CHRIST   January 1, 2023 

Attendance:   84 

Bible Study:   N/A 

Sunday School:   N/A 



Offering:   $3346.00 

Online Offering:   $935.00 

Totals   $4281.00 

Weekly Budget Needs:     $7000.00 

YTD Budget Performance:   -$2719.00 

Elder of the month   Brian Mead 

 

LSB 395 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright (Epiphany of Our Lord)  

Often called the “Queen of Chorales” (the “King” is LSB 516), this hymn offered comfort to Christians in the 

midst of incredible sadness. Philipp Nicolai (1556-1608) penned the words to these hymns in 1597, the same 

year he buried 1,300 of his members who had died from the plague. Despite “Earth’s deep sadness” that “May 

perplex us and distress us,” (st. 2), Nicolai pointed to the joy of heaven revealed in Jesus Christ – He is our life 

who fails us never (st. 4)! Just as the three Magi followed the star to dark Bethlehem to see Jesus, the Light of 

the World still shines into and pierces through the darkness of our sin and brings us joy, jubilation, exultation, 

and eternal life.  

EDUCATING A NEW GENERATION OF LUTHERANS… Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast 

produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  This week's 

subjects include: Biblical Archeology’s Top Discoveries of 2022, The Secularization of the West, The Wedding 

at Cana, Jesus Calls the First Disciples and more.  You can listen at your convenience at issuesetc.org, the LPR 

mobile app and your favorite podcast provider. 

HEY EVERYONE, JANUARY 29TH will be First’s first Fifth Sunday Potluck! 

This year is unique, with five fifth Sundays; this happens only once every 823 

years! So join us for some great food and fantastic fellowship. The Potluck sign-up 

sheet is posted in the narthex. Details: 

  

January 29th, following Bible Study 

Church Basement 

Sign-up Church Narthex 

Setup/Clean Needed  

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001al83I9DnxeXinzuQdGJ29aYJntHNkBdTn3r-XU5Uda-9dAx8bhLUzrspd01s1-0GnZwyOp8PqxLLJrRHZPslIZI9WkEiY-EwhJkHzAaK5i3SeudC13UMibW9YIw2MZEPQgEtZAS3s3fnlTSdmuMNqw==&c=Ptcm_IJYog28tZBI7HtzVJyUacRkXkQnLtnhv70a1Zbz6bbDPe-bEQ==&ch=8vq0WI0iwiAN_fYwWeqa9brPtVLJEXExjrdh5yrZoxDqY6hizao0BA==


399 THE STAR PROCLAIMS THE KING IS HERE  
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+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 



against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 

INTROIT  

Behold the Lord, the ruler, has come, 

and the kingdom and the power and the glory are in his hand. 

Give the king your justice, O God, 

and your righteousness to the royal son! 

May he judge your people with righteousness, 

and your poor with justice! 

May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands render him tribute; 

may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts! 

May all kings fall down before him, 

all nations serve him! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Behold the Lord, the ruler, has come, 

and the kingdom and the power and the glory are in his hand. 

 



KYRIE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to the Gentiles. Lead 

us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine presence; through the 

same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.   

C Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: ISAIAH 60:1–6  

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. 

And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. 

Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 

Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 

the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL  

Those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

 



EPISTLE: EPHESIANS 3:1–12  

For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— assuming that you 

have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, how the mystery was 

made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. When you read this, you can perceive my 

insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations 

as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is that the 

Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus 

through the gospel. Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which 

was given me by the working of his power. To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this 

grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for 

everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, so that 

through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and 

authorities in the heavenly places. This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in 

Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in 

him.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE  

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL: MATTHEW 2:1–12  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men 

from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we 

saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was 

troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, 



he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it 

is written by the prophet: “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among 

the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had 

appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when 

you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” After listening to the king, 

they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it 

came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly 

with great joy. And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down 

and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and 

myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by 

another way. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES' CREED  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 



395 O MORNING STAR, HOW FAIR AND BRIGHT  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



5 O let the harps break forth in sound! 

Our joy be all with music crowned, 

    Our voices gladly blending! 

For Christ goes with us all the way— 

Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! 

    His love is never ending! 

        Sing out! Ring out! 

    Jubilation! 

    Exultation! 

        Tell the story! 

Great is He, the King of Glory! 

 

6 What joy to know, when life is past, 

The Lord we love is first and last, 

    The end and the beginning! 

He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 

Transport us to that happy place 

    Beyond all tears and sinning! 

        Amen! Amen! 

    Come, Lord Jesus! 

    Crown of gladness! 

        We are yearning 

For the day of Your returning! 

 

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013847. 

Public domain 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

 

+ SHARING OF THE PEACE + 

 

 

 



OFFERTORY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING AND SIGN THE ATTENDANCE LOG 

 

 

+ INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS + 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 



LORD'S PRAYER  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION  

 

 

 



397 AS WITH GLADNESS MEN OF OLD  
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