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A Steward of God’s Mysteries
Earlier this summer, I had the privilege of participating in a friend’s ordination service as he became a
brother pastor. While the whole service was beautiful, I especially enjoyed hearing the readings and the vows
again. They were all the same as my ordination, but they took on new meaning this time. Why? Because I have
now been a pastor for a full year! For twelve full months, I have had the joy of serving you, the saints of God at
First Lutheran Church.
Pastors are called to be “servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God” (1 Cor. 4:1). Here at the twelve
-month mark, its good for me to reflect on whether I’ve been a good servant and steward. A good way to evaluate is through the phrase I’ve seen at the bottom of the stairs before every church meeting and meal: “To Know,
To Live, To Grow, To Give Jesus.”
To Know – I’ve been called to be faithful to the Word of God and the Confessions of the Lutheran Church. That
means that I need to be active in reading and studying the Word. If I want to serve God’s people by teaching and
preaching, then I better know what God says. So, I have been active! I have studied 20 books of the Bible in my
personal devotions, focusing on the Minor Prophets and Paul’s Epistles. Of these, I most enjoyed reading the
prophet Haggai who, in just 2 chapters, encouraged God’s people to love His house, to be faithful to the Covenant, and to look forward to God’s coming Messiah – a great read for a first-year pastor! Additionally, the Board
of Elders has been studying Martin Luther’s Large Catechism. This has been marvelous to see how Luther
preached and taught his congregation. Christians never stop learning!
To Live – I’ve been called to be faithful to the people of First Lutheran Church through visits and prayer. That
means that I need to be out and about quite a bit! So, I’ve sat on several couches, had some great chats, and enjoyed hearing lots of life stories. In the past year, I have visited 42 homes. In addition to those homes, I have also
visited our 19 shut-ins multiple times. During Lent, I prayed for every person in the church directory by name.
For many of the people, I called them up afterwards to ask for any specific prayer requests. That also provided
time for great conversations.
To Grow – I’ve been called to instruct both young and old. Our church has grown, both in numbers and understanding. Our average attendance has grown from last year, up from 69 to 82. The Sunday morning Bible Study
on Matthew has really gone deep – and been a lot of fun to teach! Roots Bible Study this Spring offered time for
many to refresh, and for others to be confirmed. Along with three adult confirmations, we also welcomed seven
more as transfers. Finally – and, perhaps my favorite – we’ve had five baptisms!
To Give – I’ve been called to give my time and energy to support the outreach of First Lutheran. This means I
need to be active meeting people in the community, working with fellow pastors, and coordinating with area
churches. I’ve worked to do this by attending the monthly circuit meetings of the Kansas City Lutheran churches. I’ve also had breakfast with Paola pastors on a quarterly basis. Finally, my family has had a great time attending craft fairs, farmers’ markets, and other local events throughout this last year.
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Good things are happening at First Lutheran Church and it’s been a joy to be a part of it. I thank God that
I’m your pastor. My first year has been eventful, to be sure. As I reflect, I need to ask: have I met all my
goals for the past year? No. Is everything running perfectly? Not till Jesus returns. Are there more ways that
you and I can continue to “Know, Live, Grow, and Give”? Absolutely! I look forward to the next year of
ministry and the new ways that we will grow in love towards God and in service towards one another.
In Christ,
Pastor Schultz

Music and Language Drawing Us to the Lord’s Supper

By Marie Greenway
Originally published on the CPH Blog on July 26th, 2022
My husband and I recently received a little toy piano for our daughter. It is the perfect size for her. She sits on the
floor and bangs the keys with her little fists, squealing in delight as the acoustic piano plinks out various clashing
chords.
Many people have told us that her current age is perfect to begin introducing instruments. “Does she bang things
together?” her pediatrician asked at our last appointment. It is spoken of as an important developmental stage. Babies are supposed to find the sounds they can create with anything they can get their hands on fascinating and fun.
While the sounds babies create with these objects could be classified more as “noise” than “music,” the delight
they take in making these sounds speaks to an innate human pleasure for music. Most of the time, the sounds and
harmonies—the music—of the physical world are a great pleasure to us. Music can draw us beyond this world.
Music Drawing Us to the Divine
The natural delight we take in music demonstrates a divine experience of a physical thing. All sounds, including
those we would classify as music, are comprised of sound waves. It’s why your side-view mirrors shake when the
car sitting at the red light next to you has its bass turned up. It’s why you can feel your vocal cords vibrating when
you hum or talk or sing. It’s why brass players need to buzz their lips when blowing into their mouthpieces. These
vibrations cause or are caused by oscillating sound waves that create music. These sound waves are physical realities.
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The physicality of music brings us beyond the physical to the divine. Consider how one may be moved by
a particularly beautiful melody or how the tense music in a scary movie has us sitting on edge. This physical reality is capable of bringing us beyond the earthly life we live to something harder to explain scientifically. It can touch our emotions. But it goes beyond that to express an unseen reality.
Language Drawing Us to the Divine
Language can do the same thing. A physical page of black ink piques our imagination, touches our emotions, and, as good literature does, transports us to a reality that is not physically laid out for us. It causes us
to consider why things are the way they are, particularly in human affairs. Why is it wrong for one character
to murder another? Why should the heroine choose that man over another man to be her husband? Why did
that soldier carry out his duty to death when he could have easily saved himself?
Physicality and the Divine in the Divine Service
In the Divine Service, we see the physical realities of music and language combine to point us beyond our
earthly lives. The physical is essential. We are bodies as well as souls. You cannot have music without
sound waves. You cannot create an enduring language without the written word. But then the physical
brings us to the divine. The language of the liturgy tells us that God has given us every good thing and that
we are living our earthly lives in order to love and serve God and our neighbor. The music gives delight to
the language, embodying the fact that this purpose for our lives is good.
Finally, we reach the pinnacle of the Divine Service in Holy Communion where God takes physical matter
and transforms it into our salvation. Christ’s body and blood are present in, with, and under the bread and
wine. In His utmost love for His people, God gives us what we need most: physical matter that brings us
the divine. We cannot explain it scientifically. We are consuming bread and wine and the body and blood
of our Savior for our salvation. We taste the bread and the wine, and we see the bread and the wine, and it
is these elements that God uses to bring us into communion with Him. God uses these common physical
elements to draw us into divine eternal life with Him.
And that is something to bang things together and squeal in delight about.
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New Testament Standard Giving
Whenever the topic of stewardship and giving comes up, the conversation inevitably turns to the question:
“How much should I give?” Answers will vary because the motive behind such questions vary also.
Sometimes the motive behind asking this question is for self-justification. Even though as Lutherans, we know
that we are not saved by our works but by grace through faith because of Jesus’ substitutionary atonement. Yet
the natural religion of fallen man is to earn God’s favor by what we do.
Take for example the response of our Lord to the rich young ruler who asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus first tells him to keep the commandments. The rich young ruler responds by indicating that all
this he has kept from his youth. But Jesus tells him that he lacks one thing: He must sell all that he has and give
it to the poor and then follow him. This rich, young ruler went away sad because he was quite wealthy and
could not part with his possessions.
Here we see that those who seek to justify themselves by their giving will hear a response that intensifies the
duty that God places upon them. Indeed, they will hear a response that makes it impossible to win God’s favor
by their works.
But to those who genuinely desire to know what their duty is, as Christians, in the arena of giving, we look to
the Bible for our answer. We believe that the Bible is the Word of God. And we know that the Word of God
has been “breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16–17).
So, we begin to answer the question, “What should I give?” with the question, “What does the Bible say about
how much we should give and to whom?”
The Old Testament is explicit. The expectation is that the people of God would give a tithe, that is 10 percent,

of the first fruits of their labor to support the full-time ministry of the Levites. This is what the Lord gave Moses
to teach the people:
“You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And before the Lord your
God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of
your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord
your God always. And if the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe, when the
Lord your God blesses you, because the place is too far from you, which the Lord your God chooses, to
set his name there, then you shall turn it into money and bind up the money in your hand and go to the
place that the Lord your God chooses and spend the money for whatever you desire—oxen or sheep or
wine or strong drink, whatever your appetite craves. And you shall eat there before the Lord your God
and rejoice, you and your household. And you shall not neglect the Levite who is within your towns, for
he has no portion or inheritance with you.
“At the end of every three years you shall bring out all the tithe of your produce in the same year and lay it
up within your towns. And the Levite, because he has no portion or inheritance with you, and the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, who are within your towns, shall come and eat and be filled, that the
Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands that you do.” (Deuteronomy 14:22–29)
This principle of tithing is carried over into the New Testament, though not explicitly by calling it a tithe. St. Paul
teaches the Church at Corinth this: We are to give to the church regularly (1 Cor. 16:1–2), proportionally (1 Cor.
16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12), and generously (2 Cor. 8:20) of our first fruits (1 Cor. 16:1–2; Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30)
with a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23).
And all of this is because the “Lord has ordained that those who preach the Gospel should make their living by
the Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14), just as the Levites did.
This our New Testament standard. Since Christ became poor for us in order to make us rich in Him – blessing us
with the riches of heaven – so we also have been so blessed to follow the example of our Lord and Savior and
give of ourselves and the work of our hands to bless others with the same.

If we have been lax in this, let us – like our Lord, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross and scorned
its shame – likewise begin to work toward this goal of regular giving of a generous proportion of the first fruits of
God’s giving to us. And let us do so not begrudgingly, but for the joy set before us—with a spirit of eagerness,
cheerfulness, and love—to share the blessings of God with those placed into our care.

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship

LWML
Kansas District Older Adult Event
Saturday August 13, 2022,
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Messiah Lutheran Church
2000 Main Street
Hays, KS 67601
On Saturday, August 13, the Kansas District Older Adult Ministry Committee is hosting an event open to
all members of the congregations across the District. The event will begin at 9:00 a.m. and conclude at 1:00

p.m. We will be sharing and discussing ministry opportunities for older adults, with emphasis on involvement in all phases of church life. Attendees will discover ways to enhance ministry with seniors and receive
ideas to initiate the startup of intentional ministry for older adults where one currently does not exist. There
will be an opportunity to address specific needs for your congregation.
The cost for the event is $10, which includes a boxed lunch. Please pay at the door. To register and order
the lunch, please call the Messiah church office at 785-625-2057 no later than Monday, August 8.
Ministry to older adults is more than care ministry. It involves finding ways to engage those who have been
such an important and treasured part of God’s family. As our congregation demographics reflect an aging

population, we need to strengthen ways for seniors to remain connected in ministry. Come and assist in
building ministry with older adults!
This email has been sent by Tami Lierz, Administrative Assistant on behalf of President Justin A.
Panzer. DO NOT send responses to this email. Please send responses to President Panzer at
kspres@kslcms.org or Tami Lierz at tami@kslcms.org.

Evangelism
Greetings from the Evangelism Committee! Hope everyone is enjoying this cool weather J. Just a
reminder that Parent’s Night Out (PNO) will be starting back up in September after the summer
break. It is only August but October is just around the corner so be thinking about how you are going to decorate your trunk this year for our annual Trunk or Treat. Stay cool and please be encouraged to get involved at First Lutheran. There is always plenty going on and the events are only as
successful as the participation. God bless!

Huber, Brad & Shelly
August 02, 2003
Drugg, Terry & Jane
August 05, 1983
Fuchs, Mark & Kris
August 08, 1987
McIntire, Tim & Brigette
August 11, 2001
Lewis, Gregg & Janet
August 12, 1977
Garcia, Dave & Jennifer
Brown, Mike & Jody
June
07, 13,
2007
August
1977
Kane,
Chris
& Kathy
Lyons,
Zechariah
& Samantha
August
2016
June
10, 13,
2000

Teagarden,
Joe&&Lori
Vicki
Weaver,
Todd
August 19, 1972
June 11, 1994
Patton, Joe & Becky
August 21, 1999
Smith, Gary & Leona
August 29, 1975

Amy Livingston
August 01
Crystal Moore
August 01
Adam Ohlmeier
August 02
Wyatt Mock
August 04
Karolynn Lohaus-Fast
August 06
Joab Ory
August 06
Jody Brown
August 07
Rose Anne Chilson
August 09
Lindsay Berggren
August 11
Bryan Law
August 11
Stephen Stringham
August 12
Justin Kelley
August 13
Stacy Miles
August 14
Kevin Brown
August 15
Brock Pitzer
August 15
Joe Teagarden
August 15
Philip Schultz
August 16

Brandon Livingston
August 17
Tim Meaux
August 18
Linda Medlin
August 18
Austin Needham
August 22
Ben Damron
August 24
Kaseyn Way
August 24
Georgia Wehmeier
August 24
Jane Chronister
August 25
Eli Kelley
August 26
Christie Schroeder
August 26
Sherri Meaux
August 27
Joe Patton
August 27
Shelly Huber
August 28
Carolyn Jacobs
August 29
Quinton Chilson
August 30
Garrett Scott
August 30

How much time
We are in the heat of the summer for sure! Some like to measure the heat by seeing if an egg will fry on concrete or asphalt, but when we feel the sun’s heat hitting our skin it is pretty obvious that it is darn hot. This is
when vacations are best either to the north or to somewhere with nice refreshing water to cool off in, maybe
both. Otherwise picking a place that you can enjoy days inside would be another good option. As an old saying goes, you always know how much money you have but you never know how much time you have, so enjoy every moment of your life.
Of course with the current gas prices and inflation, choosing a place closer for a vacation probably is on everyone’s minds. Or as some have chosen, having a staycation with planned out family fun-filled activities just
around the house or with relatives or friends. Remember, life is what happens while you’re making other
plans. I find the best things in life are not just things, they are people and places, memories and pictures.
They are feelings and moments and smiles and laughter. A recent saying that I read says, let your smile
change the world but don’t let the world change your smile!
So wherever we find ourselves in this world or in life, we must always remember that we have value, a right
to exist, to do whatever it is that we do, with humility, compassion and grace. This should be what empowers
anyone to show the world that there is happiness and appreciation no matter what label or box the world wants

to put on people. As kindness is loaning someone your strength instead of reminding them of their weakness.
Since we don’t know how much time we have, we must remember that time is free but really it’s priceless,
you can’t own it but you can use it, you can’t keep it but you can spend it, and once you have lost it you can
never get it back. It is always easiest to think afterwards what we should have done or would do if we had another chance or more time, but much harder to learn to live in the moment and be thankful for the experiences
and memories.
At the end of each day brings a time of reflection of what we did that day and see what impacts we had on others or what they had on us, whether we seen them in person, talked with them on the phone, or communicated

virtually. A smile and words definitely matter as they can provide a
positive lift to someone’s mood and be contagious to affect even more
people. No matter how hard life can get, go to bed grateful for all that
you have.
Until a cooler time,
Virgil

Financial Update

If you have any questions or would like further information, contacts are Jason DeCaire
or Virgil Lyons.
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Ministry Meetings

Sunday, Aug 21 @ 2:00 pm

Stewardship

Preschool Back to School Nights

Monday, Aug 1 @ 5:45 pm

Wednesday, Aug 25 & Thursday, Aug 26

Family Ministry and Evangelism

First Day of Preschool M-W-F

Monday, Aug 1 @ 6 pm

Monday, Aug 29

Trustees

First Day of Preschool T-Th

Tuesday, Aug 2 @ 6 pm

Tuesday, Aug 30

Elders
Thursday, Aug 4 @ 6 pm

Bible Studies

Council

Adult Bible School

Tuesday, Aug 9 @ 6 pm

Every Sunday @ 10:15 am

Preschool

Youth Group

Wednesday, Aug 10 @ 6:30 pm

Every Wednesday @ 6:30 – 8 pm
Sunday School

Upcoming events

Every Sunday @ 10:15 am

Confirmation Information Class

Mary Martha Circle

Following Bible Study

NOT UNTIL FALL

Nursing Home Devotions

Ruth Circle

North Point

NOT UNTIL FALL

Sunday, Aug 14 @ 1:30 pm

Quilt Trying

Medicalodge

NOT UNTIL FALL

Sunday, Aug 14 @ 2:15pm
Baby Sprinkle

PLEASE SHARE ANY ADDITIONAL Events with the Church

First Lutheran Church

Phone: 913-294-3476
PMC: Pastormark@firstlutheran-paola.org
Office: Office@firstlutheran-paola.org
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First News is published on the first of each month.

The next deadline is Aug. 15th at noon.
First Lutheran Paola KS

Firstlutheran-paola.org

Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9:00am 4:00pm

401 E Piankishaw St. Paola, KS 66071
913.294.3476
www.firstlutheran-paola.org
office@firstlutheran-paola.org
Rev. Christian D. Schultz
Pastor@firstlutheran-paola.org
(785)-313-4633

Kris Fuchs, SonShine Preschool, Director
913.294.5925 (preschool office)
sonshinepaola@gmail.com
Jody Brown, Support Staff
913.294.3476 (church office)
jbrown.tls@gmail.com

