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Dates to remember: 

• Youth Hangout 

Wednesdays @ 6:30 

• Parents Night Our 

Dec 13th 6-9 PM 

• LWML Dec. 12 

6:30PM 

• Senior Breakfast 

Whistle Stop Café 

Dec 16th, at 8:00 AM 

• Christmas Choir 

Practice Tuesdays 

6PM 

• Bell Choir Practice 

Thursdays 6PM 

• Braille Dec. 19th 

8:00 AM 

• Church Office Closed 

Dec.  24 & 25 

• Candlelight Service 

6:30 & 11 PM Dec. 

24th  

First Lutheran Church  

 

“Come, Lord Jesus, 
be our guest…” so 
begins the common 
table prayer. Like-
wise, the apostle 
John concludes his 
book of Revelation 
with the words, 
“‘Surely I am com-
ing soon.’ Amen. 
Come, Lord Jesus!” 
Therefore, in the 
spirit of Revelation 
22:20, we 
approach this 
Advent season 
committing to daily 
pray, “Come, Lord 
Jesus…” in a way 
that gives us 
strength and hope. 
This may sound like 
a huge challenge to 
many of us — 
whether you are a 
household of one, 
two, three, or 
more, having devo-
tions can be a 
struggle! This Ad-
vent we'll use God's 
Word to equip us as 
His disciples for this 

Come Lord Jesus  
  By: PMC 

struggle and pro-
vide simple and ef-
fective ways to help 
meet this chal-
lenge. With God's 
help we can learn 
to daily pray, 
“Come, Lord Je-
sus,” not only to 
bless our food but 
our lives, finding 
strength and hope 
in Jesus. 
The hope and 
strength that Jesus 
gives comes in His 
victory over the 
“unholy trinity”: the 
devil, our sinful na-
ture, and the sinful 
world. This includes 
the promise of fully 
flourishing in the 
life to come. So 
join our Facebook 
page and commit to 
pause each day as 
God’s Word teaches 
and guides us in 
following our victo-
rious Lord! 
For those of you 
who without access 

to Facebook feel 
free to us the daily 
outline provided in 
the information 
rack in the back of 
the sanctuary, on 
the FLC website, 
and here on page 
4. May the Lord 
bless us this Advent 
as we look to Him 
in daily devotion to 
His Word!! 

 

/advent/ noun 

 
“Advent” means 
“coming.” During 
this season of Ad-
vent our focus will 
be on Jesus’ “three 
comings” to save 
us — past, present, 
and future. Jesus 
has come and ac-
complished His sav-
ing work. He con-
tinues to come by 
the power of the 
Holy Spirit through 
His Word and Sac-

(Continued on page 2) 
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raments. He will 
come again on the 
last day for our fi-
nal deliverance.  
This Advent we re-
member: Jesus has 
come, now comes, 
and will come 
again! Jesus de-
feated the devil’s 
accusations by the 
completed work of 
His first coming. He 
comes daily to lead 
us in Word and 
Sacrament to bring 
about repentance, 
faith, and Christian 
living. 

He will come again 

to overcome this 

rebellious world 

and bring final vic-

tory on the last 

day! 

(continued) 
  

Circuit Conference Pastor Winkling  

December 10th @ Beautiful Savior in Olathe 

January 21st @ Bethany in Overland Park 

February 18th @ Christ in Overland Park 

March 147th @ Christ Our Savior in Louisburg 

April 21st @ First Lutheran in Paola 

May 19th @ Hope in Shawnee 

Stewardship  

News 

Stewardship 
hosted the 
"Time, Talents & 
Treasures" class 
on November 10 
with about 15 
people in 
attendance.  Hele
n Tagler, Jean 
Kaiser and 
Lindsay Sinclair 
did an amazing 
job presenting 

the 
information.    
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at 6:30PM in the 
basement. We hope 
you can make it! 

For those women 
who cannot attend 
meetings or events, 
you can join our 
Facebook group 
“FLC LWML”. This 
page has been cre-
ated to keep every-
one up to date on 
activities and to 
share what we do 
as Lutheran Women 
in Mission. 

 

 

 

 

 

gloves is set up in 
the Narthex 
through the end of 
December. The tree 
is filling up quickly 
with purchased 
items and even 
handmade items. 
All donations will be 
given to My Fa-
ther’s House and 
Lakemary Center. 

 

We invite all wom-
en to join us De-
cember 12th for our 
annual Advent by 
Candlelight Service. 
If you have not 
been, it is a beauti-
ful service full of 
tasty treats, sing-
ing, and fellowship. 
The service starts 

LWML December: 

A HUGE THANK 
YOU to everyone 
who donated, 
helped work, and 
those who pur-
chased the LWML 
baked goods on 
Saturday, Novem-
ber 17th. The Bake 
Sale was a great 
success, selling all 
but two items, that 
were then sold on 
Sunday at Church. 
This will have a 
great impact on our 
missions and pro-
jects for the re-
mainder of the 
year. 

 

The tree of mittens, 
scarves, hats, and 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary league  
 By Lindsay Sinclair 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

December 10th: 
Country Club Estates 
visit  

 

December 12th: Ad-
vent by Candlelight – 
no business meeting 
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Advent  
 By PMC 

 

Advent  

DATE PRAYER PETITION BIBLE VERSE 

December 1 Come, Lord Jesus… be our Savior! Luke 2:11 

December 2 Come, Lord Jesus… bring us hope. Romans 5:5 

December 3 Come, Lord Jesus… help us to slow down in our busy worlds. Psalm 46:10a 

December 4 Come, Lord Jesus… help us listen for Your voice. Isaiah 28:23 

December 5 Come, Lord Jesus… who hears our prayers. 1 John 5:14 

December 6 Come, Lord Jesus… prepare our hearts to celebrate Your coming. Job 19:25 

December 7 Come, Lord Jesus… to give us a future. Jeremiah 29:11 

December 8 Come, Lord Jesus… who has defeated the Devil! Ephesians 6:11 

December 9 Come, Lord Jesus… bring us peace. John 16:33 

December 10 Come, Lord Jesus… for you are the Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6 

December 11 Come, Lord Jesus… take away our fear. 1 Peter 5:7 

December 12 Come, Lord Jesus… grant us strength. Isaiah 40:31 

December 13 Come, Lord Jesus… calm our desire for more. 1 Timothy 6:6-7 

December 14 Come, Lord Jesus… open us to share Your peace with others. Romans 12:18 

December 15 Come, Lord Jesus… to lead us in daily life! Psalm 118:24 

December 16 Come, Lord Jesus… bring us joy. Psalm 94:19 

December 17 Come, Lord Jesus… fill us with gratitude. Colossians 3:15 

December 18 Come, Lord Jesus… make us generous toward our neighbors. 2 Corinthians 9:11 

December 19 Come, Lord Jesus… who gives us all we need. Luke 11:3 

December 20 Come, Lord Jesus… clothe us with kindness. Colossians 3:12 

December 21 Come, Lord Jesus… remind us how great Your love is. John 3:16 

December 22 Come, Lord Jesus… who will come again! Revelation 22:20 

December 23 Come, Lord Jesus… prepare our hearts to praise You. Hebrews 13:15 

December 24 Come, Lord Jesus… be our Savior! Luke 2:11 
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Family Ministry
 By Mary Kettler 

December is indeed upon us as well as Christmas soon coming!  As we prepare to 
celebrate the birth of our Savior and spend time in fellowship with our families, 
Family Ministry and the Youth Action Team continue to work on our traditional cele-
brations and fund-raising activities. 

Not in the mood or have the time for holiday baking? Let our youth take care of that 
FOR you! The very popular & scrumptious annual Christmas candy/cookie tray sales 
are under way.  There will be opportunities before and after each service on Sun-
days over the first 3 weekends this month (1st, 8th & 15th) with a pickup date of your 
order on Sunday December 22nd.  If you are unable to place your order at any of 
those services but would like to order a tray, please call the church office.  If you’d 
like to help by contributing an item to be included in the trays, please contact DCE 
Angel ASAP.  

Our Family & Friends Christmas workshop is set for December 22nd. Plan to indulge 
in some yummy goodies in the church basement in fellowship with our church fami-
ly, create some crafty items, decorate a cookie, play some BINGO and win some fun 
prizes! If weather permits, we will also have our annual neighborhood caroling hay 
rack ride.  Bring a friend or two or three!  All are welcome.  The fun begins at 9:30 
after the 8 am service with a brief 2nd service to begin at 11 am. 

Save the Date for the 2nd Annual Valentine’s spaghetti dinner on Saturday night, 
February 8th.  More details to come. 

Prayers of thanksgiving that our youth had the opportunity to attend the Kansas 
District Youth Event Nov 22-24  These events provide fellowship with other Kansas 
Lutheran teens seeking to strengthen their personal relationship with God and how 
to walk in that faith daily. Please take a minute and ask one of these youth about 
their weekend.  

Christmas Blessings to each of you from the Family Ministry Board/Youth Action 
Team. We pray 2020 will be a year of continued spiritual growth as we all strive and 
support one another in our daily efforts to draw nearer to our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 

In faith,  Mary Kettler 
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Come Bake Cookies! 
 

Last year a few of us got together 
and made cookies- lots of cookies. 

We then packaged them up and gifted 
them to each of the employees at Lake-

mary that work directly with the residents. 
There are some jobs that are very hard physically 

and mentally and we want to show a little extra appre-
ciation to some of those people.  If you would like to help 
bake cookies- we really had a great time! Please contact Cindy 

Mead at 859-576-1891 or Glenda Moore. 
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through a tough 
time please let us 
know now so we 
can help them out 
this Christmas.   

 
 

Christmas is fast 
approaching.  We 
have worked hard 
to raise funds to 
give out gifts to 
those in need.  If 
you know someone 
in need, a group or 
organization with 
needs, or maybe. A 
family going 

Evangelism  
 By Cindy Mead 

these things that 
they can do, it 
gives God time to 
do what only he 
can do.  

and with you, be 
reliable, there with 
you through thick 
and thin, be patient 
and nonjudgmental.  
They will help you 
recognize, accept 
and express your 
feelings. 
When a Stephen 
Minister focuses on 

Stephen Ministry 
I’m going to start 
sharing some 
things that we are 
learning in class... 
Stephen ministers 
can not fix you- but 
they can work the 
process of caregiv-
ing by- They will 
listen, pray for you 

Stephen Ministry 
 By Cindy Mead 

 
Total monthly offerings for October were 
$24,016 compared to a monthly budget of 
$34,721.  Expenses remain in line with 
budget.  The general fund balance is 
$80,648.   

October Financial  
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The study 
of  the book of  Ephesians continues on the stage in the 
basement. We are on Ephesians chapter 4 and will continue 
until we finish the rest of  the book which may be in January. 
All are welcome to attend. Class starts at 9:15.  

Bible Study on the Stage 
  

Advent is a season of the church year with deep roots, rich themes, and cherished traditions 
that culminates with Christmas Day. God wants to bless us each day with His strength, hope, 
and guidance. However, Satan does not want these to be part of our daily, family lives. In 
fact, he has promised to battle against us in our pursuit of the generous sowing of God’s 
Word in our hearts! Therefore, gather together with us as we commit to pause each day to 
pray, “Come, Lord Jesus…” corporately. You can join our Facebook page and have these pray-
ers delivered to you daily through Advent or grab a hardcopy of them the information rack in 
the back of the sanctuary, on the FLC website, and here on page 4.  

By committing to devotional blessings our church family will grow in wisdom and strength 

through a growing faith and we will also grow closer together in love. May God’s Word teach 

and guide us in following our victorious Lord! 

#3:02 PM—How should we approach prayer in Advent? 
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it is the time that we 
need to open our eyes 
and accept the help from 
others. There are times 
that we can’t see we 
need help from others, 
but so many are willing 
to step out of their  com-
fort zone to help others.  

Now, the times that so 
many of us just don’t let 
in. Just like the beauty 
of the pure white snow is 
so clean and fresh, God 
is always there and 
ready to help us no mat-
ter what color you are 
in. He is there to help us 
as well as those around 
us and some-
times we just 
need to ask. I 
know that I 
do not always 
want to ask 
for someone 
else's help 
because it 
may show 
some sort of 
weakness. We 
need to ask 
God for help 
as often as 
we can. Put 
everything in 
his hands. 
Trust in him 
and trust in 
his timing.  

Just as the 
snow comes 
and the colors 
change, we 
are all in dif-

We all have those 
times that seem to 
be unbearable and 
it may not be just 
in this time of year. 
We make it through 
the good times of 
growth, being 
green and growing 
in our lives and 
seem like things 
are wonderful.  

There are also the 
times that we may 
be a little off color 
and know that 
something is 
changing but it may 
not be visible in 
your own eyes. Not 
saying that these 
colors are bad, but 
just the opposite. 
You may even be 
falling a little in life 
or work or family, 
but just remember 
that this does hap-
pen to everyone at 
some point.  

Sometimes we 
wake up and see 
that we may be 
barren and have 
lost our cover. This 
cover may have 
been what you 
have been using to 
“ get by “ in the 
past but now peo-
ple can see your 
true frame work. 
There is nothing 
wrong with this and 

Thank you God 
 By Brian Mead 

ferent colors and dif-
ferent seasons all at 
the same time. Things 
come and things will 
also go away but we 
need Him in our lives. 

 

One last this.  

Thank our God for 
what he has given 
us.  

Green or brown or 

bare, he is there.  
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Kansas District Youth Gathering 
 By Angel Gillespie 
The 2019 Kansas 
District Youth Gath-
ering was a great 
success! First Lu-
theran was able to 
send eight youth 
along with DCE An-
gel Gillespie to par-
ticipate in a week-
end of worship, 
faith development, 
service, and fellow-
ship with other 
youth from the 
Kansas District.  

The youth would 
like to thank the 
congregation for it’s 
continued support 
through prayer and 
participating in our 
past fundraisers, 
including the most 
recent Dessert Auc-
tion. Your support 
makes it possible 
for the youth to 
participate in many 
opportunities for 
faith development 
here at First Lu-
theran, within the 
Kansas District, and 
within the Synod as 
a whole. All of 

these experiences 
allow our youth to 
learn from different 
leaders, serve the 
church, and get to 
know other youth 
who are encounter-
ing the same joys 
and struggles with-
in their own faith.  

The Kansas District 
Youth Gathering 
centered around 
the theme of Price-
less based on Ro-
mans 5.  Speakers 
helped us to better 
understand that our 
value does not 
come from our ath-
letic or academic 
abilities, or from 
our popularity or 
relationships, but 
from the agape 
love of Jesus Christ 
our Savior. During 
the gathering we 
had the opportunity 
to go out into the 
community and 
share that love with 
others through ser-
vice. First Lutheran 
youth were able to 

help 
clean out a yard for 
an elderly resident 
in Wichita. The 
youth worked hard 
without complaint to 
remove, fallen trees, 
limbs, and debris, as 
well as cutting and 
clearing the brush 
growing in the fence 
line.  

We look forward to 
attending the youth 
gathering again in 

2020, as well as other 
future youth events 
here at First Lutheran 
Church. If you are in-
terested in hearing 
more about our trip to 
Wichita or how you 
can help support fu-
ture youth ministry at 
First Lutheran, contact 
DCE Angel Gillespie or 
the Family Ministry 
Board.  
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Prayers  1 Thessalonians 5:11 

Birthdays 
Virginia Glaze   November 02, 1929 
Randy Fast   November 03, 1972 
Wilma Browning   November 11, 1932 
Richard Chronister November 11, 1948 
Rick Needham   November 14, 1953 
Grace Kelley   November 15, 2017 
Cayman Long   November 15, 1995 
William Mock   November 15, 2007 
Stacey Weaver   November 16, 1970 
Autumn Diehm   November 18, 1988 
Kevin Collins   November 19, 1981 
Kelly Prothe   November 20, 1964 
John Karigan   November 21, 1966 
David Wehmeier   November 24, 1953 
Martha Brunkhardt November 25, 1932 
Larry Jacobs   November 26, 1940 
Mason Thoden   November 26, 2012 
Merle Kaiser   November 28, 1948 
Brody Latto   November 28, 2007 
Keira McIntire   November 29, 2007 
Brook Rentz   November 29, 1984 
Richard Emmons  November 30, 1954 

 

Our Members   Mel Brown; Alvin & Martha  

Brunkhardt; Rodney Brandt; 

Kathy Courtney; Jane 

Chronister; Jane Drugg; LeRoy 

Elliott; Ruth Evans; Virginia 

Glaze, Irene Hodge; Matt 

Klawonn; Bob Medlin; Norman 

Minden; Kate Oberg; Ron & 

Brenda Prothe; Gail Sawyer; 

Laura Stehman; Marjorie Smith; 

Anita Ward; Helen Webster; 

Dale Windler; 

 

Expecting Parents Justin and Casey Kelley  

 

Family & Friends   Angela; Paul Argeropoulos; 

Stella Beard; Casey Brown; 

Diana Brown; Milton & Janice 

Capps; Heather Cardin; 

Donald Davis; Bill Dempsay; 

Grace Donham; Jim Donner; 

Aspen Espey and family; Jerrie 

Frizzel; Larry Gary; Mary Ginkel; 

Grant Haley; Nikki Harrison; 

Rob, Suzy & Slater Hedrick; Lisa 

Hunter; Win Jordan; Landon 

Kletke; Samantha Kriesel; 

Jacob Larsen; Richard Larson; 

Martin Lohaus; Keith Lovan; 

Robby Manthei; Peggy McVey; 

Bill and Linda Mobley; Betty 

Morris; Massilon Nelson; Chrissy 

Newcom; Joe Peterson; Tony 

Reese; Chris Rodendauth; 

Heather Ryan; Dottie Salchow; 

Stender Family; Doris Surbaugh; 

Ellie Teagarden; Val Tribble; 

Valentena Upton; Joyce 

Wassmer; John Weaver; Mary 

Windisch; Ruth Youngblood 

 

 

Missionaries Herron family; Rev. 

Matthew & Kali Wood and 

family 

 

Anniversaries and birthdays are listed from September 25 - October 8.  

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, please contact the church office. 

Anniversaries 
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Multiply Your Talents 
 
Last month $1,375 provided by a loving donor was placed into the hands and homes of 
our congregation. By receiving the generous gifts of others and putting those gifts and 
talents to use ourselves we are not being told what is to be done… but, instead, drawn 
in to actively accomplishing ministry ourselves — we are becoming the hands and feet 
of Jesus! All the while our community, family, and friends witness us owning the minis-
try God has given to First Lutheran! 
 
Do you see yourself as one who carries the talents and ministry of God, our Father, 
within yourself?  
 
Over the past year the stakes have been slowly increasing… from hearing the message 
and commissioning of God (Commissioned series), to a call of regular and daily prayer 
for our congregation and ministry (Living Stones and #302PM), and ultimately, now, to 
a tangible invitation to accept a new level of ownership to live out this commission, 
call, and active participation as a child of God. I really do believe this is a vital project 
for our congregation. It involves us collectively taking a critical step toward leaving our 
pews in order to participate and observe the ministry God has for First Lutheran 
firsthand.  Therefore, I hope you have taken time to pray, plan, and put into action the 
$5, $10, or $20 “talent” you received this past month. 
 
How will we measure the success of this initiative? 
The success will be seen by… 

an increase in the initial investment of $1,375 
the stories of how God is multiplying our congregation’s creativity and resources. 
providing funding of all four of our Initiatives 
creating opportunity for our people to put-our-money-where-our-mouth-is and ac-

cepting new levels of ownership in our shared First ministry.  
 
For additional information concerning our four initiatives please 
take time to review the extended documents provided for each on 
the bureau in the narthex. 
 
#1 LifeCare Center of Ottawa — $2,500 

LifeCare Center provides free and confidential services to help 
navigate the challenges resulting from unexpected pregnancy. 
Their services include: pre-abortion screening, pregnancy testing, limited ultra-
sound, education & referrals, lay counseling, men’s groups, and other community 
services. 
 

#2 First Lutheran’s Good Samaritan Fund — $2,000 
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Curious about church planting possibilities in Kansas? If so, we encourage you to 
attend the Church Planting Exploratory Meeting Saturday, January 18, 
2020, at Trinity Lutheran Church in Shawnee from 9–11 a.m. The meeting, 
hosted by the Kansas District Church Planting Committee, will highlight goals, 
models, and funding resources for church planting and will include stories from 
those who have been part of a church plant. 
 
There is no fee for the event, but an RSVP would be appreciated. If you plan to at-
tend, please contact Pastor Mark. 
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Firstlutheran-paola.org 

Phone: 913-294-3476 

PMC: Pastormark@firstlutheran-paola.org 

Office: Office@firstlutheran-paola.org 

First Lutheran Church 

First Lutheran Paola KS 
Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8:30am 4:00pm 
401 E Piankishaw + Paola, KS + 66071  
913.294.3476 
www.firstlutheran-paola.org                              
office@firstlutheran-paola.org  
 
Rev. Mark Croucher, Pastor 
913.731.0673 (call/text) pastormark@firstlutheran-
paola.org 
 
D.C.E. Angel Gillespie dce@firstlutheran-paola.org 
 913.594.0565 (call/text) 
 
Kris Fuchs, SonShine Preschool, Director 
913.294.5925 (preschool office) sonshinepao-
la@gmail.com 
 
Jody Brown, Support Staff 
913.294.3476 (church office) jbrown.tls@gmail.com 

 

Submit articles to: office@firstlutheran-paola.org First News is published 

on the first of each month. 

The next deadline is Dec. 15th at noon. 

First News 

 


