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Members of First,
I come to you this month with a request of time and
talents. Over the last several months I’ve approached
members of our congregation concerning the vacant
Treasurer and Financial Secretary positions. To date we
have yet to fill either position. It is a busy season and I
know that many have been reluctant to take on additional tasks and responsibilities over the past year with all
the uncertainty abounding.
I’m blessed to work with a great core of leaders at
FLC! We often see the same faces rotate from board to
board and then onto council every few years per our constitution and bylaws. Over the last year we’ve had to increase efforts towards becoming more flexible with virtual meetings and communication efforts. This has dramatically reduced the need for additional in person meetings
that would take time away from your families.
Whether you’re new to the church and seeking a
more active role, or a previous leader that would be willing to step back in, I would ask you all to pray about this
opportunity to get involved within the church. Please
reach out to the office or myself if you feel that you could
contribute to the leadership at FLC. I see a very bright
future ahead of us and we need your help to get there!

God bless,
-Justin
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The Ray of SonShine
401 E. Piankishaw St. (913)294-5925
sonshinepaola@gmail.com
An Encouraging Word from Scripture…..Shout with joy to God, all the earth! Sing the glory of his name; make his
praise glorious! Psalm 66:1-2 (NIV)
Spring and Letter Yy
This week we will be featuring the second to the last letter of the alphabet---Yy! Wow! It is hard to believe that we are
there already! In honor of letter Y, we will be doing several Yy activities. We will also be doing some basic skills review
such as opposites, letters and numbers. In addition, we will find ourselves doing some activities with the color yellow,
since it fits right in with letter Y.
We are looking forward to “spring-ing” into this week with both feet!

SCHOLASTIC BOOK ORDER
The April books are here and will be sent home this week!

STAR READERS
Several of our kiddos have turned in their reading logs at this point. If your child has not, please note that they
are due next week on Friday, April 30. We must have a completed reading log from your kiddo in order for
him/her to participate in the pizza party on either Monday, May 3 or Tuesday, May 4. If you have misplaced
the reading log sheet, you may simply record on a sheet of paper the 25 books you have been reading with
your child.
SONSHINE GRADUATION
Preschool graduation will Wednesday evening, May 12. More information will be coming home later this week
after we have consulted with the health department as to the protocols that will need to be followed. We are so
excited that we will be able to have graduation this year since we
were not able to have it last year. Stay tuned for the details later this
week!
FRIENDLY REMINDER :)
With the weather turning nicer, we are going outdoors on our playground
more often. While it is starting to be nice out, it can still be chilly in the morning. Please make sure that your child has a jacket or sweatshirt to put on
before we go outside. Also, we encourage the wearing of sneakers or other
closed-toe shoes with a rubber sole. While flip flops are very cute and we all
get the itch to wear them when spring is here, sneakers are a much safer
choice for playing outdoors on the playground. Thanks!
UPCOMING EVENTS
Monday and Tuesday, May 3 and 4 – Star Reader Pizza Parties
Wednesday, May 12– Preschool Graduation for those kiddos who will be going to Kindergarten in the fall.
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Keele, James & Debbie

May 05, 1973

Peck, Jerry & Arlene

May 08, 1998

Hambleton, Steve & Marsha

May 11, 1973

Page, Kaycee & Steve

May 11, 2002

Young, Wayne & Dee

May 16, 1980

Trickett, John & Jean

May 19, 1990

You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be
made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out
and trampled by men (Matthew 5:13).
“We're salt and light!"? And yet, do we really think about the significance of
that imagery?
Salt Enhances
As we know too well in our sodium-filled modern world, salt makes things
taste better. As Christians, we are not here to ignore or destroy what we see
and replace it with something else. Rather, we are to be (tasty) ambassadors of Christ on a mission to draw out and display goodness. God made a good world, and, though fallen, it's still good! We still have the breath of life from God inside
us. So let's remember to point to the truth and be the people who enhance and brighten wherever we go.
Salt Preserves
Something about packing meat with salt slows down the process of decay. Likewise, let us as the salt of the earth remember to preserve what is good. In matters of justice and stewardship, Christians should be front and center to fight for what
is right, what is safe, and what brings life to the world around us.
Be a pleasant taste and a force for good, and those around you will "praise your Father in Heaven" (Matthew 5:16).
If you feel like you are loosing your flavor and want to talk about it your Stephen Team is her for you.

YOUTH NEWS:
Make a splash with First Lutheran this summer at VBS on July 23-25 . At anchored VBS, kids embark on
a on an undersea adventure, diving deeper in their faith and discovering the unwavering love of God!
Registration information will be available soon! If you are interested in volunteering please contact DCE
Angel Gillespie at dce@firstlutheran-paola.org

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his love endures forever.

1 Chronicles 16:34
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In case you missed it, the program for April was a skit on the “Resurrection Parade”. The skit
showcased different parts of the Easter story as decorated on beautiful hats. The ladies also
put together care kits which will be sent in the fall for Lutheran World Relief.
The mission of the month for May and June will be baby wipes and diapers for My Father’s
House, and baby care kits for Lutheran World Relief.
Quilting will be on the 2nd and 4th Mondays, please check with Loree Gardner or Norlene
Medlin to confirm and for more details.
There are currently no trips to Braille or Country Club Heights at this time.
Upcoming Events:
th

May 13 at 7:00PM– Monthly meeting in the basement
June 24th – 27th – National Convention in Lexington, KY

Stewardship
St. Paul teaches us: “Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches” (Gal. 6:6). And again, he says:
“Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple service get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar
share in the sacrificial offerings? In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by
the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:13–14). In other words, ministers of the Gospel are supported by the offerings of those who are served by them.
And this is how the church lives even now. It is standard practice. But this deserves closer examination. For it instructs us not just that
we are to give but also what we are to give. And it does so with four little words: “In the same way …”
St. Paul is building his case for supporting the preachers of the Gospel with the sacrificial giving of individual members on the example
of the Old Testament people who supported the Levites with their offerings and sacrifices. We’re to support the Gospel ministry “in the
same way.” But how did the Old Testament people support the Levites?
Moses records this: “You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And before the Lord your God, in
the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the
firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always” (Deut. 14:22–23). The Levites were supported by
the tithe, 10 percent of all the yearly yield of that which was harvested.
Does that seem like a lot? Does it surprise you that St. Paul instructs us that we are to support the New Testament Gospel ministry “in
the same way?” If it does, ask yourself: Is the church’s job in the New Testament bigger or smaller than the Levites’ job in the Old Testament? Back then, there was one Temple, and the ministry was almost exclusively located in one nation among the descendants of
Abraham. In Matthew 28, Jesus calls us to teach and baptize all nations, and there are churches and ministries all around the world!
How could we support this new Gospel ministry with anything less than the Israelites supported the Old Testament ministry?
Of course, we are free to give more, for we have received more than those in the Old Testament. We have received the fullness of
God’s revelation, the fullness of His salvation, and the fulfillment of everything that God promised to do. For we have received Christ,
God’s own Son, in the flesh, who took upon himself our sins and in exchange gave us his righteousness. The Father claimed us as his
own in Holy Baptism. He gathers us together in the place where his name dwells to feast on the first fruits of the resurrection, the risen
and living body and blood of His Son – our Lord Jesus. He reminds us that we are His, that all things are ours because we belong to
Him. He blesses us here in time with physical and spiritual gifts.
In the same way – and in response to His fatherly divine goodness and mercy – we gladly give to those who proclaim to us “the excellencies of him who called us out of darkness and into his marvelous light.” For once we were not a people, but now we are God’s people; once we had not received mercy, but now we have indeed (1 Peter 2:9–10).
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Happy Birthday
Austin Weaver

May 01

Braxton Pope

May 02

Brantley Pope

May 02

Ralph Miller

May 05

Jean Trickett

May 06

Janet Lewis

May 08

Karl Lohaus

May 08

P.J. Berggren

May 12

Steven Courtney

May 12

Rebecca Hinman

May 12

Madison Pope

May 12

Josephine Worrell

May 12

Please review our current prayer list. We
are seeking to obtain more information
about our friends and family section before
our Pastor Schultz arrives. If you have added to the above list please email

Kevin Diehm

May 14

Kathy Courtney

May 15

Brian Lofing

May 15

Virgil Lyons

May 15

office@firstlutheran-paola.org thank you in
advance.

Richie Sinclair II

May 15

Sincerely,

Brielle Garcia

May 19

Julie Kamprath

Nick Forsberg

May 20

Damian Moore

May 24

Loren Mead

May 25

Roger Medlin

May 26

Matthew Lyons

May 27

Family & Friends

Angela; Paul Argeropoulos; Stella Beard; Casey Brown; Diana Brown; Milton & Janice
Capps; Heather Cardin; Donald Davis; Bill Dempsay; Grace Donham; Aspen Espey and
family; Richard Emmons; Jerrie Frizzel; Larry Gary; Mary Ginkel; Grant Haley; Nikki Harrison; Rob, Suzy & Slater Hedrick; Lisa Hunter; Win Jordan; Landon Kletke; Samantha
Kriesel; Jacob Larsen; Richard Larson; Keith Lovan; Peggy McVey; Bill and Linda Mobley;
Betty Morris; Massilon Nelson; Chrissy Newcom; Joe Peterson; Tony Reese; Chris Rodendauth; Heather Ryan; Terry Sawyer; Dottie Salchow; Edee Sinclair; Stender Family; Doris Surbaugh; Ellie Teagarden; Val Tribble; Valentena Upton; John Weaver; Ruth
Youngblood;

Missionaries

Herron family; Rev. Matthew & Kali Wood and family

Military Service

James Bernard; Dalton Hawks; Caleb Lofing; Matthew Lofing; Seth Lofing; Adam Merrill;
Graham Mosley; Garrett Scott; Tyler Todd, John Wathen, DJ Weaver; Darin Schweer; Ethan
Stahl; All Military Families

Evangelism Board
We would like to graciously thank everyone that helped out at the Easter Eggstravaganza event! It wouldn't have
been possible without you!!
THANK YOU!
It was a BEAUTIFUL morning to get out and be able to serve our
community!!!! We were able to show God's love with roughly 200 people in attendance!!! Amazing!!
Our first Parents Night Out (PNO) event in over a year was held the 2nd Friday in April. We had 4 adults, 3 teen
helpers & 15 kiddos join us for a fun evening of games & dinner! Our next PNO will be Friday, May 14th @ 6-8pm at
the church. If you would love to come volunteer please contact Joe Patton or post on our Facebook event page,
https://fb.me/e/2ch6qOrN3.
We are still fundraising for our 100 year Celebration for Fall of 2022!!!! If you would like to purchase a shirt you can fill
out form and place in Evangelism mailbox in office or fill out the form online below
Orders will take approx. 2-4
weeks to fill. Suggested donation of $15 per shirt and 50% of that goes directly back to your church!!
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0JRhGljO1oDxDhS8M3dem9nb5XG5Djd4AV0s2wPHOKge2w/viewform
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Hello Everyone,
It is now official that Pastor Schultz
has accepted the Pastor Call. Again,
thanks to everyone for your help and
prayers!
I will be in contact with him on timing
and housing plans as well as the Ks
District for an Installation date.
Let me know any information or questions you have and I will keep a log.

Blessings,
Virgil

May 4th Preschool Meeting PM
May 4th Trustees Meeting 6 PM
May 5th Evangelism 5 PM
May 5th Stephen Ministry 5:30 PM
May 5th Confirmation 7 PM
May 6th Elders Meeting 6 PM
May 9th Mother's Day- Services at 8 am and 10:30 am
May 10th Quilt Tying 1 pm
May 12th Preschool Graduation 5:15 pm and 6:15 pm (Church Sanctuary)
May 12th Family Ministry Meeting 6:15 PM (Church Basement)
May 12th Youth Group 6:30-8 PM (Mission House)
May 13th Ascension
May 13th LWML 7 PM
May 14th Parents Night Out 6-8 PM
May 16th Seniors Recognition
May 19th Stephen Ministry 5:30 PM
May 19th Youth Group 6:30-8 PM
May 19th Last Day of Preschool M/W/F class
May 20th Last Day of Preschool T/T classes
May 23rd Nursing Home Devotions
(Country Club Estates 1:30 pm)
(Vintage Park 2:15 pm)
May 24th Quilt Tying 1 PM
May 26th Youth Group 6:30-8 PM
May 24-26 Limited Office Hours 9-1 pm
May 31st Memorial Day Office Closed

First Lutheran Church

Phone: 913-294-3476
Office: Office@firstlutheran-paola.org

Firstlutheran-paola.org

First News
Submit articles to: office@firstlutheran-paola.org First News is published
on the first of each month.

The next deadline is May 15th at noon.

First Lutheran Paola KS

Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8:30am 4:00pm
401 E Piankishaw + Paola, KS + 66071
913.294.3476
www.firstlutheran-paola.org
office@firstlutheran-paola.org

D.C.E. Angel Gillespie
913.594.0565 (call/text)

dce@firstlutheran-paola.org

Kris Fuchs, SonShine Preschool, Director
913.294.5925 (preschool office)
sonshinepaola@gmail.com
Jody Brown, Support Staff
913.294.3476 (church office) jbrown.tls@gmail.com

