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Graduating from Church?
Wise King Solomon wrote nearly 3,000 years ago, “Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is
old he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6). Sometimes the Bible has profound insights. Other times, you find
pointed and biting calls to repentance. Still other times, there are stories that are just plain strange (look no further than Hosea’s marital situation!). Solomon, though, gave what I would call “common sense” advice. Kids
watch parents. What parents say and do influence their kids. Dads, if you cheer for a four-hour football game,
but yawn through a church service, what’s the message? Moms, if your eyes are glued to your Facebook/
Instagram/Tiktok scroll, but never crack open your Bible, what will your kids see?
Notice that Solomon said “Train up a child…” not “Teach a child…” Teaching implies that this is a matter of
the mind. This is necessary, no doubt. You need to learn, apply your mind, and study the Scriptures. But training
is a bit different. Training implies that this is a matter of the body. Training is a matter of getting up on Sunday –
even when you’re tired. Training is a matter of going to church – even if it’s far away. Training is a matter of
disciplining yourself to set aside time to study Scripture – even if you schedule is busy.
May is a month of milestones, when we celebrate what students have been taught. “Pomp and Circumstance.”
Graduation parties. Mortar boards. Big dreams. May is a month of seeing your child grow older – will they depart from “the way he should go”? Or will he “not depart from it”?
As you come to new towns, new schools, new jobs, and new routines, where does church fit into all of this? Oftentimes, such big changes in life can be “make or break” moments. What takes priority? Are weekends filled up
with sport tournaments or is there still time for church? As you evaluate your college options, do you explore

what churches are in the area? When you arrive at your new job and new city, how do you decide which church
to call ‘home’?
The truth is, you never graduate from church. Being a Christian is a lifestyle, a discipline (think ‘disciple’), and a
life-long calling. At this point, Dad and Mom, how you trained up your child from week-to-week will bear fruit.
Your child needs Jesus from week-to-week, both when they live in your home and when they live on their own.
Your child needs forgiveness – both God’s and your – for dumb decisions or honest mistakes. Your child needs
church where they learn about Jesus every week, hear their sins are forgiven, receive Jesus’s body and blood to
strengthen them, and join with their brothers and sisters redeemed by Christ. Train up a child in the way he
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should go, and when he moves out to live on his own, still he’ll go to church.
Dad and Mom, family and friends, if you want to give a gift to continue teaching and training the graduate
here are a few ideas, all available at cph.org.
A Martyr’s Faith in a Faithless World, by Will Weedon
Broken: 7 “Christian” Rules that Every Christian Ought to Break as Often as Possible, by Jonathan
Fisk
Man Up! The Quest for Masculinity, by Jeffrey Hemmer
Demystifying the Proverbs 31 Woman, by Elizabeth Ahlman

Clearly Christian: Following Jesus in This Age of Confusion, by A. Trevor Sutton.
God’s peace to you in these big changes!
Pastor Schultz

60th Wedding Anniversary of Ted and Lois Moore

THANK YOU! Ted and Lois Moore would like to express their gratitude for all the cards, well wishes, and
family who made their 60th wedding anniversary a huge success! They are so blessed to have such wonderful
friends and family. Lois shared that 100 people signed their guestbook!
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LWML
The 39thLWML Kansas District Convention was held April 22-24 at the Double Tree Hilton in Overland Park, Kansas. Five of our LWML members - Cindy Mead, Loree Gardner, Helen Tagler, Jody Brown
(delegate) and Amanda West (delegate) – were in attendance. The Theme for the Convention was HIS
CROSS OUR COMPASS – Psalm 25:5. Through the many sessions, activities and bible studies we attended, we learned that with HIS CROSS as OUR COMPASS we will be guided by His Word, navigate a
path of service for His Kingdom, and point others to Jesus, our salvation!
At our business meeting, one of the items our delegates voted on were the Mission Grants (5 were chosen)
for a total of $155,400 (supported by our Mites) and God’s Gracious Gifts (4 were chosen) for a total of
$22,034 for the next Biennium (2022-2024). Thank you for helping us support these goals by giving to
Mites, dropping the coins, bills or even checks into your mite box. Every penny helps!!
It was an uplifting weekend with LWMLers wearing many shades and designs of purple! A lot of fellowship was witnessed with ladies from our state of Kansas who are “serving the Lord with gladness”.

Ladies, come to our next meeting to hear more about our weekend –
HIS CROSS OUR COMPASS.
When? Thursday, May 12th at 7:00pm

Calling all Kids (and their parents):
Now is the time to MARK your calendars for First Lutheran’s Vacation Bible
School! During VBS kids will discover that the God who created everything there
is—the knowable and the unknowable, the visible and the invisible—wants a relationship with them! This years dates will be June 20-23rd. Please be on the lookout for
more information to come but any questions can be directed to Matthew Brand Board
Chair of Family Ministry. We expect a great turn out this year and hope you call help
us spread the word of our dates selected!

Don’t miss out on VBS this year. It’ll be an adventure you won’t forget!

Evangelism
Hey guys! The Easter Eggstravaganza was a total success! We had over 100 kids

and the volunteering and help was overwhelming. From the Evangelism committee, please know that we appreciated everyone who attended and helped at the
event. If you have any suggestions on improving the event for next year, please
pass them onto pattonjoseph@hotmail.com. Also, if you have ideas or ways how
the Evangelism committee can be of help, please do not hesitate to reach out to
myself or any member on the team. We are looking forward to our Parents Night
Out (PNO) on May 14th which will be the last one before we take our summer
break. Let’s make this one a huge success. We will resume PNO in September after the summer break. God bless!

Different Time
Springtime and weather have finally arrived! It is both amazing and frustrating how the seasons transition and
just how it knows the right time to make the change. I’m not sure how Mother Nature manages the timing,
probably just a feel for how all the weather is working in sequence or maybe just picks a date on the calendar
and goes with it.
It is really difficult to manage time as most of the time I think it is managing me. From the morning alarm
going off to tell me to get out of bed to my stomach saying it needs lunch and then the fighting the sleepy eye
lids in the evening before giving up and going to bed. These are just some of the ways to tell time has passed
as there are many others throughout the day.
Time Management is one of the common theories behind being organized and “managing your time” efficiently to accomplish what you need to do. There are probably thousands of books written on this subject and
each author probably had some type of method to organize their time around writing them. I’m sure they even
had deadlines with their publishers that also had to fit into their timeline. The training that I have had and articles I read on this subject have included making lists, monthly or daily task lists, that ensure you are staying
on time with your tasks. Those lasted about a month and then get out of habit, but I do still find myself making lists periodically to help me remember, especially important details.
Remember when most everyone had calendars, from the ones hanging on the wall that had pretty scenery or
animal pictures to large size calendars on our desks to write down appointments or meetings or other notes to
even small handheld calendars we could carry to look up dates. Some still use these methods and some people
have switched to cell phone calendars to manage appointments, remember birthdays, etc.
This makes me wonder how time is measured in heaven. Are there days, nights, or just a wonderful feeling of
being there all the time. We don’t know what time we have on this earth and when we will leave it for our
heavenly home. We enjoy what God provides us each day that we are here, from the beautiful Spring flowers
blossoming, the trees getting their green leaves, and the songs of the birds. We also enjoy time with family
and friends or even strangers who we might just pass in a store or parking lot.
So, you may try to manage time, but be sure to enjoy the moments in time!

Until later,
Virgil

Fasting and Feasting on Music
By Marie Greenway
Originally published on the CPH Blog on 4/21/2022
I still remember my first Easter at my current church. In the lead up to that glorious day, we stopped singing
the Gloria in Excelsis for Lent. As we drew closer to Good Friday, we stopped singing even more of the
songs in the liturgy. Then, on Easter Sunday, after the pastor chanted “Glory be to God on high,” the entire
congregation burst forth with “and on earth peace, goodwill toward men” like the music of the angels accompanied by an organ. The return of the Gloria provided great joy that Easter Sunday.
Fasting from Music during Lent
That joy came from more than the text and music—as joyous as they are. The impact of the Gloria was felt
because of our Lenten fast from music. This fast reminds us to consider the solemn time of Lent by removing certain music from the Divine Service.
Removing certain music from the Divine Service does several things. First, it reminds us that Lent is a time
of sorrow as we remember our sins. Second, it jerks us out of our consistent repetition of the liturgy by making us realize we are missing something. Third, our missing something leads us to look more closely and
think more carefully about what we are missing. Finally, removing music during Lent gives that same music

a joyous impact when it returns to the Divine Service and we sing it again on Easter Sunday.
Balance of Feasting and Fasting
Throughout our lives, we are naturally presented with times of fasting, whether it be due to a tragedy, hardship, or learning to live without something. These forms of fasting occur throughout the year. Likewise, we
encounter times of feasting or joy throughout the year—not only at Easter.
This back and forth of fasting and feasting helps balance our lives physically and spiritually. Physically abstaining from something for a time ensures that we do not consume or experience too much of that thing,
leaving us dulled to its joy. This can often affect us spiritually as we learn to rely on God rather than material

goods or learn to long for the gift God has given us that we have gone without for a time.
Feast with Great Joy!
When we come to a time of feasting, such as Easter, we return to those things we missed in our lives—or
recognize that we don’t need some things at all—with great joy. A time of feasting might also allow us to
find great joy despite the sorrow we may have experienced in a nonvoluntary fast. Feasting is also a time to
recognize God’s great gifts of creation and salvation.
Musical fasting during Lent helps prime us to the great joys of the music of the Church. This joy is lasting

because the texts speak of eternal things. They do not repeat the trendy phrases of a brief era. Christian music is timeless and beautiful in all ages. When Easter comes, our musical fast ends, and we sing in joyous
voices, recognizing that Christ has defeated death.
We will fast from this music once again during Lent next year. For now, let us enjoy the good gift of song
God has given us and raise our Alleluias to the skies!
Alleluia, Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Upcoming events
Baby Bottle Collection
Mother’s Day to Father’s Day
Preschool Magician
Friday, May 6 @ 6:30 pm
Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 8
Nursing Home Devotions
North Point
Sunday, May 8 @ 1:30 pm
Medicalodge
Sunday, May 8 @ 2:15pm
Preschool Graduation
Wednesday, May 11 @ 6:30m
LWML
Thursday, May 12 @ 7 pm
Parents Night Out
Saturday, May 14 @ 6 - 8 pm
FLC Bell Choir
Sunday, May 15, 2022
LERT Training
Saturday, May 21 @ 8:30-2pm
Senior Sunday
Sunday, May 22 @ 9 am
Last Day of Preschool
Wednesday, May 25 @ M-W-F

Last Day of Preschool
Thursday, May 25 @ T-Th
5th Sunday Potluck hosted by Elders
Sunday, May 29 @ 11:30 am
Nursing Home Devotions
Country Club Estates
Sunday, May 29 @ 1:30 pm
Vintage Park
Sunday, May 29 @ 2:15pm
Church Office Closed
Monday, May 30 @ Memorial Day

Bible Studies
Adult Bible School
Every Sunday @ 10:15 am
Youth Group
Every Wednesday @ 6:30 – 8 pm
Sunday School
Every Sunday @ 10:15 am
Ruth Circle
Monday, May 2 @ 6:30 pm
Quilt Trying
Second and Fourth Monday @ 1 pm

PLEASE SHARE ANY ADDITIONAL Events
with the Church office

LIFECARE BABY BOTTLE COLLECTION
It's simple your change can save a life! Grab a baby bottle from the narthex that can collect your spare change
(cash and checks also welcome!) The collection is from Mother’s Day May 8th to Father’s Day June 19th. One
bottle filled with $28 of change pays for an ultrasound for an expectant mom. Which may be the deciding factor in choosing life for her baby! While they may not miss it, your spare change will help change the lives of
men, women and children across. Here is a little bit about LifeCare Center, it’s a faith-based, non-profit pregnancy and parenting resource center in Ottawa, KS dedicated to protecting life and preserving families. The
mission is to empower parents to choose life and to make healthy, God-honoring life choices for themselves
and their families.

Some of their free services include:

•

Pregnancy tests

•

Ultrasounds

•

Prenatal, childbirth and parenting education classes on more than 200 topics

•

Resource assistance through the nationally acclaimed Earn While You Learn program

•

Post abortion assistance

•

Medical and adoption referrals

•

Classes just for men

•

Lay counseling
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Austin Weaver

May 01

Brielle Garcia

May 19

Braxton Pope

May 02

Nick Forsberg

May 20

Brantley Pope

May 02

Damian Moore

May 24

Ralph Miller

May 05

Loren Mead

May 25

Jean Trickett

May 06

Roger Medlin

May 26

Janet Lewis

May 08

Matthew Lyons

May 27

Karl Lohaus

May 08

Isabel Kelley

May 29

Noah Schultz

May 09

P.J. Berggren

May 12

Steven Courtney

May 12

Rebecca Hinman

May 12

Madison Pope

May 12

Josephine Worrell

May 12

Keele, James & Debbie

May 05

Peck, Jerry & Arlene

May 08

Hambleton, Steve & Marsha

May 11

Page, Kaycee & Steve

May 11

Kevin Diehm

May 14

Kathy Courtney

May 15

Trickett, John & Jean

May 19

Brian Lofing

May 15

Schultz, Christian & Magdalena

May 20

Virgil Lyons

May 15

Richie Sinclair II

May 15

Jacobs, Larry & Carolyn
May 23
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The parents of Alex Kamprath,
Christopher Lohuas-Fast, Logan
Sobek, and Gentry Blanck, are cordially inviting you to come and
join us for a special celebration of
our graduates Saturday, May 21,
2022! We are hosting an open
house-style party from 2-4 pm in

the church basement with plenty of
cake and graduates! We hope to
see you there.

Senior Sunday at First Sunday May 22, 2022
First Lutheran Church

Phone: 913-294-3476
Pastor Schultz: Pastor@firstlutheran-paola.org
Office: Office@firstlutheran-paola.org

First News
Submit articles to: office@firstlutheran-paola.org
First News is published on the first of each month.

The next deadline is May 15th at noon.
First Lutheran Paola KS

Firstlutheran-paola.org

Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9:00am 4:00pm

401 E Piankishaw St. Paola, KS 66071
913.294.3476
www.firstlutheran-paola.org
office@firstlutheran-paola.org
Rev. Christian D. Schultz
Pastor@firstlutheran-paola.org
(785)-313-4633

Kris Fuchs, SonShine Preschool, Director
913.294.5925 (preschool office)
sonshinepaola@gmail.com
Jody Brown, Support Staff
913.294.3476 (church office)
jbrown.tls@gmail.com

