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Teach Us to Number our Days
In just a few weeks, First Lutheran will celebrate its 101st anniversary. What a milestone! Earlier this summer,
I sent a letter to former pastors, teachers, and other workers inviting them back to Paola to rejoice with us. While
several have replied that they will come – and I look forward to meeting them! – others have sent their regrets for
various reasons. These folks won’t attend in-person, but they have sent pictures of when they served the saints here,
letters with memories from yesteryear, and updates of where God led them after First Lutheran.
Reading their letters, I have been reminded of Psalm 90. Take out your Bible right now and read through the
Psalm once or twice. You probably know these words, but God’s Word grows richer the more we read it. Psalm 90
is the only psalm written by Moses. While we could look at each verse individually, the key statement is found in
verse 12: “So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom.”
Think about Moses praying those words. Remember, Moses was born a slave in Egypt. He grew up in Pharoah’s house then left it (Ex. 2). When he returned, Moses announced God’s plagues that culminated in the exodus of
thousands of Israelites through the Red Sea (Ex. 14). When they arrived at Mount Sinai, Moses went up and received
the Ten Commandments, then spoke, ate, and drank with God (Ex. 19-20; 24; 34). But because of the Israelites’
grumbling and his own unfaithfulness, they all wandered for 40 years until Moses and the rest of his generation, except for Joshua and Caleb, had died (Num. 13-14). Then the next generation entered the Promised Land. God buried Moses on Mount Nebo (Dt. 34)
Moses’ life was a momentous life on the move. We don’t know at what point he wrote Psalm 90, but his
words in verse 10 suggest he was likely in his 70s or 80s. He was old enough to have seen people born and buried.
He had a life of accomplishments. He had many memories of pride and many of regret. But Moses also confessed
that God had been their dwelling place for “all generations” (vs. 1), that a thousand years were “as a watch in the
night” (vs. 4). What was Moses’ short life, his accomplishments, and his memories compared to God’s eternal and
consistent presence?
As you look at Moses’ words, you can hear his wisdom and his desire that God’s work through him would be
persevered. “Teach us to number our days” (vs. 12). “Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and establish
the work of our hands” (vs. 17). What an excellent psalm as we celebrate our anniversary.
Our lives are so short in comparison to God, but still, He works through our lives to proclaim His eternal
Gospel of Jesus’ death and resurrection. How then will we number our days? To what would we pray, “establish the
work of our hands”? Dear saints of First Lutheran, use your days to share the love of God in Christ Jesus with your
family and friends. Make time for devotions together. Read the Bible as a family. Sing hymns at home as a family.
Come to church as a family. Teach God’s love in Christ diligently every day (Deut. 6:4-9). Then we’ll join Moses’
prayer for wisdom for many more anniversaries until we join with Moses in God’s eternal presence in heaven.
In Christ,
Pastor Schultz
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Strengthening Our Singing Voice

By Marie Greenway
Originally published on the CPH Blog on August 23rd, 2022
The people of God sing throughout the Bible. The Israelites sang when they were delivered from the Egyptians (see
Exodus 15). The women of Israel sang when Saul and his army—including David, who famously slew Goliath—
came back from defeating the Philistines (see 1 Samuel 18:6–7). Singers were appointed in the house of the Lord in
both the tabernacle and the temple. Jesus and His disciples sang a hymn after the Last Supper in the Upper Room
(see Matthew 26:30). Not to mention all the instances of calls to sing in the Book of Psalms!
“Oh sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth!” (Psalm 96:1).
Clearly, singing is an important aspect of our lives, both sacred and secular. The singing voice is an integral aspect
of the body and has claimed a rich place in every culture. Indeed, mankind has invented many wonderful instruments, but out of all the instruments, the human voice, which God created, was the first and is the most important.
Music Is Common to Everyone and Extremely Portable
We are born with our singing voice. It is not something we have to construct out of various materials. We generally
use it without thinking about it and do not have to concern ourselves with buttons, keys, valves, reeds, pedals, or
other accoutrements. It is not something we have to learn to play, although we may all benefit from learning more
about our voice and how to use it well. Even nonmusicians can use it to join in song with many other voices. It is
not expensive and it does not need to be sent in for repairs or maintenance—although a cup of warm water with
lemon may help at times!
A singing voice is something everyone (with a few exceptions) possesses. It is a part of being human. This ultimate
portable instrument is always with us and (usually) cannot be taken from us. We may lose many possessions, but we
will always have our voice.
Music Reveals Our Level of Musicianship
While one of the beauties of the human singing voice is that even nonmusicians are capable of using it well, another
facet of the voice is its ability to reveal a musician’s skill level. When taking college music theory classes, my professors made us sing a lot. They knew that students who knew how to sight-sing and harmonize had achieved a level
of musicianship that made it easier to learn how to play a man-made instrument. They also knew that singing these
things helped strengthen our level of musicianship, giving us a better ability to hear what the music should sound
like and be able to replicate it without help from an outside object.
Music Is Capable of Language and Great Nuance
Unique among all other instruments is the voice’s capability to combine language and song with great nuance.
While other instruments can express great emotions, none can communicate actual words. The human voice alone
can combine the emotion of music with the logic and poetry of words.
The voice also has the ability of greater nuance than any other instrument. Think of all the various noises we can
make with only our voice. Think of how we can crescendo on one note and diminuendo on another and perhaps
do both on a single pitch. We can also choose to use our voice without communicating words by humming or singing on a single syllable. We can even imitate the sounds of other instruments without pressing buttons or changing
registration. We can combine language with this nuance to impressive effect.
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Music Is Meant to Be Used
The language and nuance we display with our singing voice is reflective of us as human beings. Only humans
can use words to describe reality. Singing these words adds a layer of emotion that aids in our understanding of
the meaning of the language.
This is why we sing in church. We sing the Word of God even as we approach the altar to eat His body and
drink His blood. We sing because it is integral to our lives as Christians. The first and best of the instruments is
an incredible gift to us. We would be remiss to ignore it. We join with the Church throughout all ages when we
sing, so sing to the Lord a new song!

First Lutheran Church
Fall Bazaar and Craft Fair
Saturday September 10
On the park square from 9am-2pm.
LWML will be doing a bake sale and the LERT team will be doing
lunch.
Proceeds help us give Christmas gifts to those in need

If you know someone deserving of a Christmas blessing please let us
know.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR
Calling all kids Kindergarten and up who like to sing! I would really like to start a children’s choir with

anyone who wants to sing. It doesn’t matter how you sing or how good you sing, we could still have fun and
sound good singing praises to our Lord! Please sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board if you are interested
so I know how many willing voices there would be! We can figure out a common rehearsal time later. Questions? My phone number is (816) 520-9073 and e-mail is jbucher@nkfirm.com.

Pastor’s Picks
Looking for your next book or devotional? Want a new podcast for your commute? Interested in finding
something besides the same three songs on the radio? Pastor’s Picks will be a new column of suggested
media for you. If you need help finding these, please talk with Pastor and he’ll be happy to help!
Book
Heaven on Earth: The Gifts of Christ in the Divine Service
Arthur A. Just Jr. Published by CPH, 2008
CPH, $17.99
Lutherans worship differently than many other churches. Why? Because many
churches focus on your story, your journey, or your life. Isn’t church about God,
though? Rev. Dr. Just unpacks the theology, structure, and origins of Lutheran
worship all the way back through the Old Testament. He shows that Lutheran worship is shaped by God’s story of salvation, God’s journey to the cross, and God’s

life given to you through Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

Podcast
Thewordendures.org
Available online, on Spotify, iTunes, YouTube, Podbean, and other places
God’s Word is central to who we are as Christians, but many don’t make the time for daily devotions. Join
Pastor Will Weedon for a daily 15-minute verse-by-verse Bible study with the Church, past and present.
This is perfect as you drive to work, wait to pick up kids, or clean up supper. In the archives, you will find
audio Bible studies on several books, or you can jump right in with Weedon today. Enjoy Weedon’s dynamic and engaging teaching.

Music
Extra Nos by FLAME
FLAME (aka, Marcus Tyrone Gray) is a Lutheran hip hop rapper. He
holds degrees in systematic and historical theology from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. But FLAME was not always in the LCMS. This album
addresses why he left the Calvinist (Baptist) tradition to become a Lutheran. Central to this change was the place of good works in the Christian
life. Our salvation isn’t based on our works or feelings, but on God’s work

in Jesus Christ for our salvation given in the Sacraments.

Basic LERT Training, King of Kings Lutheran Church, Gardner KS, 10/22/2022 SIGNUP Oct 22, 2022 9am-3pm Description A registration fee of $20 per person helps cover the cost of lunch and
snacks, training materials, and LERT T-shirt. Please send registrations fees to King of Kings Lutheran Church,
306 E Madison, Gardner, KS 66030 before Oct. 7, 2022. Please note "LERT Training Oct. 22, 2022" on your
check. Questions? Please contact Mark Trivilino tma41@yahoo.com.
How long will training last?

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, October 22, 2022. Please arrive by 8:30am to complete registration and sign in.
What will we study?
There are three main sections:
1) An introduction to the LCMS Disaster Response program
2) Congregation preparedness
3) Lutheran Early Response Teams
Who can be trained?
Anyone who is interested is welcome to attend this LERT training session. Only LCMS members who are 14
years or older, however, will receive certification as LCMS LERT volunteers. You will receive your certificate
of participation, volunteer ID card, and T-shirt from LCMS Disaster Response after the training is complete.
Your LERT trainer will distribute all the LERT materials during and after the class.
Additional Details
Is Not Outdoors
Is Wheelchair Accessible
Volunteer Spots Remaining
27
Or contact Brian Mead from First Lutheran at brian.t.mead2@gmail.com









The start of our 2022-2023 year of LWML is coming soon! Our first meeting will be Thursday, September 8, at 7:00pm in the church basement.
All ladies are invited to come to our meeting and join us in fellowship and
discussion of our new year.
“For Us and With Us,” is the theme for LWML Sunday 2022 and is based
on Paul’s letter to the Romans. Paul tells us that each of us has faced challenges and circumstances greater than our own strength (Romans 8:31–39).
But, in Christ, who is for us and with us, we are already more than conquerors through Him who loved us. We will be celebrating LWML Sunday here
at First Lutheran on October 2.
Saturday, September 10 is the Fall Craft Fair at the Paola Square. We will
again have a booth to sell baked goods to continue to help raise money for
our mission projects that will be voted on at our September 8th meeting. We
thank you for helping us with your donations in the past and if you are able
to help out again it would be greatly appreciated!! Since it has been canning
season for some foods, if you would like to donate items that you have
canned that would be great! Technically, you have made those “goodies”,
with the Lord’s help! J
The Fall Quarterly for 2022 will be in your church mailbox this week. The
main focus in this issues is on prayer- “Lord teach us to pray”. There are
many inspiring articles that deal with prayer!!! If you do not have this issue
in your church mailbox, there are extra copies in the Narthex at our LWML
corner area. You are welcome to share the extra issues with your friends.
Hope to see you September 8th at our LWML Event.

Welch, Dan & Gabi
September 06, 1989
Schrotberger, Russell & Sarah
September 08, 2007
Browning, Darrell & Deb
September 11, 1976
Wehmeier, David & Georgia
September 11, 1976
Garcia, Dave & Jennifer
June
07, 2007
Horn,
Matt
& Chrissy
Kane,
Chris & Kathy
September
13, 2008
June 10, 2000
DeCaire, Jason & Emily
Weaver, Todd & Lori
September 14, 2019
June 11, 1994
Berggren, Preston & Lindsay
September 25, 2010

Sandy Lake

Mary Kettler

September 02

September 18

Jordan Medlin

Loree Gardner

September 03

September 20

Glenn Prothe

Jake Page

September 05,

September 20

Teresa Damron

Amanda West

September 09

September 23

Loli Surbaugh

Debbie Keele

September 09

September 24

Joel Haley

Karla Lohaus-Fast

September 12

September 24

Kaycee Page

Tom McMillin

September 12

September 25

Darrell Browning

Sharon Haley

September 13

September 26

Renee Rocole

Philip Ward

September 14

September 26

Ron Moore

Chris Lohaus-Fast

September 15

September 28

Don Bucher

Samantha Lyons

September 17

September 29

Jason DeCaire

Anita Ward

September 18

September 29

Jacob Hinman

Hayden West

September 18

September 29

Cooling down time
We just might be making it to the end of another season with very high temperatures and starting to enjoy the
cooler weather. It sure does seem like days, weeks, and months go by faster every year. Time is just a short word,
but it is used so often in our daily lives as we ask questions – what time is it, do we have time for that, is it time to
go yet – and in statements – time to go, time is running out, time is not on my side. It would be a great challenge
to not use that word for a whole day for sure!

Sometimes the number of tasks that we do in a day can be overwhelming and most of the time we may only get
part or at best, half completed. We tend to squeeze so much into a day, that in the end we don’t know where the
day went. That builds to weeks and then to months and that is where we are again going into another season of
the year with some of us in a fog trying to recall what all occurred or was accomplished over the previous months.
This recalls a quote that I have seen recently, “We will not begin to live more fully until we have the courage to do
and see and taste and experience much less than usual.” By Thomas Merton. So learning to be content with less is
apparently one of the keys to a happier life. We have all heard of The Good Ol’ Days when life was much simpler
and folks didn’t have so much stuff. Perhaps there is some truth as they lived with less and was possibly more
content.
As we travel through this life we must constantly keep reminding ourselves what is truly important and that we are
only here for a comparably short period. As we remember only a couple generations back and think of the many
generations that came before that, what has been important has never changed. It is the close bond of family no
matter if many miles often separate us, it is the friendship and kindness of others, it is the help from total
strangers when it is desperately needed, and most importantly it is the relationship that we personally have with
God. These have been and will always be the best things that we can experience in this earthly life.
As our journey takes us into another season of the year, let us hope it
comes with blessings on each of our lives, for our community, and for
those everywhere that are in need. Let our contribution be to always leave
footprints of love and kindness on every step on our journey.
Down the road,
Virgil

FIRST'S CHURCH PHOTO DIRECTORY is coming soon! A photographer will be taking photos on the
following dates September 4th, 11th, and 18th, here at First. Sign-ups are in the narthex, and pictures will be taken
following church services on those dates. If you would like to email a family photo, please send that to Office@firstlutheran-paola.org Thank you all in advance.

UPCOMING ROOTS BIBLE STUDY: Reaching further, Going Deeper. Soon Pastor Schultz will be teaching
the Roots Bible study. This is an opportunity to learn and grow for old members, new members, those who would
like to be members, and anyone who is curious about the Christian faith. We will be going though Lutheran 101
and have time for study, fellowship, and prayer. A sign-up sheet is now posted in the narthex. Classes are from
September 4 to October 23 on Sunday's from 4:30-6:00 pm Hope to see you all there.

SAVE ONLY THE BEST CHOICE UPC symbol from Best Choice products. In most cases, the words, “Best
Choice” are printed above the UPC symbol. Cut the UPC symbol from labels or cartons (just cut around the UPC
symbol. It’s not necessary to bring in the whole label). For glass items with a glued label, the labels can be removed by first soaking in warm water. Bring them to the LWML table in the narthex and drop them off. Income
goes to LWML for mission projects!

Good Samaritan Fund of First Lutheran exists to provide financial assistance to those requesting assistance to
pay for needs and necessities. This financial help is never
given to the individual, but rather to the company/
business for which the request is made. Curtis Long of
the Elders has been working the past several months to
get First Lutheran’s Good Samaritan Fund working closely
in conjunction with PACA’s more extensive program(s).
The Elder’s and Pastor monitor this fund and determine
whether the whole or only part of the amount requested is
given.
The aid from the Good Samaritan Fund is designed to be
a temporary help and is closely monitored so that any assistance requested is paid directly directed entity. Working
closely with PACA helps both sources of aid in tracking
requests and applicants to prevent abuse of any of the
programs . This is a very limited fund and the goal is to
help as many people as possible.
Funding for the Good Samaritan Fund is from donations,
(in some instances the applicant has “repaid” the aid given
or made a donation later) as well as funds received from
the Birthday Offering Envelopes that members receive
and return in the offering on Sunday mornings. Both avenues of contributing are tax deductible. One suggestion
has been one dollar ($1) for each year old.
We ask that you continue to support this mission of the
church. Consideration is given first to applications of
members of First Lutheran. As funds allow, applications
from non-members are considered. If you have any questions please contact Pastor Schultz or one of the following
Elders:

Thanking you in advance for you financial support.
In Service to Christ and His Glory;
Richie Sinclair, Chrmn

Gregg Lewis

Eric Foresberg

Curtis Long

Brian Mead
Dean Lovig
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First Lutheran’s 101st Anniversary
We are looking forward to celebrating our 101st Anniversary! Guests have been invited, special projects have been undertaken, and the anniversary service has been planned. Thank you to
everyone who has already contributed energy and time. It will be a
wonderful day of reunions as we celebrate God’s gracious care for
our congregation over the last century.
Below you will find a schedule of events for the day. The
guest preacher for the Anniversary Celebration Service will be the
Rev. Dan Galchutt, the Assistant to the District President for Missions and Stewardship. Following the anniversary service, everyone is invited to the Miami County Fairgrounds for a potluck reception, for storytelling, and for reminiscing. We hope to see you
there!
If you prepare a dish, you are welcome to drop it off at the
fairgrounds before the service.
Schedule of events
•

9:00 Divine Service @ First Lutheran Church

•

10:15 Bible Study

•

4:00 Anniversary Celebration Service at First Lutheran Church

5:15 Anniversary Celebration at Miami County Fair Grounds

First Lutheran Church

Phone: 913-294-3476
Rev. Christian D. Schultz:
Pastor@firstlutheran-paola.org
Office: Office@firstlutheran-paola.org

Firstlutheran-paola.org
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Submit articles to: office@firstlutheran-paola.org
First News is published on the first of each month.

The next deadline is Sept. 15th at noon.
First Lutheran Paola KS
Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9:00am 4:00pm

401 E Piankishaw St. Paola, KS 66071
913.294.3476
www.firstlutheran-paola.org
office@firstlutheran-paola.org
Rev. Christian D. Schultz
Pastor@firstlutheran-paola.org
(785)-313-4633

Kris Fuchs, SonShine Preschool, Director
913.294.5925 (preschool office)
sonshinepaola@gmail.com
Jody Brown, Support Staff
913.294.3476 (church office)
jbrown.tls@gmail.com

